JUNE 2000 - BLUE NOTE CALENDAR. 
17 N.9th St. COLUMBIA, MO. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY: GET ON UP. 
EVERY SATURDAY: CLUB 107. 

THURS JUNE 1 - SLEATER-KINNEY, THE GOSSIP, AISLER'S 
SET. 8:30PM. $8.00 
I RI JUNE 2 - LIQUID SOUL $10.00 

SUN JUNE 4 - THE FIOGGS, CREATURE COMFORTS. 7:30PM 
$5.00 

TUES JUNE 6 - ICP, ESHAN, STEP KINGS. $20.00 
JONATHAN RICHMAN @MOJO'S. 
WED JUNE 7 - THE NIXONS, COLONY, EXRES - $10/$12.00 
THURS JUNE 8 - TIP IRIE FEAT. RAPPA ROBERT AND FOR- 
EIGN 

DREAD. $8.00 
I RI. JUNE 9 - CHUMP CHANGE. $5.00 
SUN JUNE 13 -SHANNON CURFMAN 7:30 $10.00 
TIIUR JUNE 15 - TOASTERS $10.00 
I RI JUNE 16 - DREAD ZEPPELIN $10.00 
SAT JUNE 17 - NASH CATO, SUPERGROUP. 
MON JUNE 19 - SPEARHEAD. 
I RI JUNE 23 - THE GAMEPLAYAZZ, GROOVAHOLICS, 

SUPARDADDIES $5.00 
TUES JUNE 27 - JAYHAWKS $10/$12.00 
THURS JUNE 29 -COWBOY MOUTH 8:30 $10/$ 12 
FRI JUNE 30 - SEVEN DAYS. 

Ail live shows lire all ages. Get on up and club 107 are 18 and over. 
Must be 21 to consume alcohol. 
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"It's gonna be a long hot summer from now on." -TOM ROBINSON BAND 
(1978). 

Hey, Boone here from The Trouble With Normal with another issue, 
this time around, I seem to be going against all odds to make this happen 
(mostly due to time constraints). It's summer again and that means things 
are calming down in the midst of the usual mix of pure energy and pure 
lethargy that makes up this town sometimes. It looks like we're finally 
getting a Food Not Bombs chapter here (I hope it worls out - we need it), 
and the start of the Ragtag cinema here offers some interesting undercur- 
rents (though I had to miss the opening, unfortunately). Still, with 
Mizzou climing a record enrollment in its freshman class (or first year 
students as the administraation likes to call them), one has to wonder 
what will happen given all their brainwashing. 

Now for the ususal parts: TTWN NEEDS YOU. This is a hint. IF 
you have music or a zine, send it to us for review. If you wanna write 
about something let us know, we'll work something out. If I can give 
anything on, it's that we can't afford to go through lives as passive ob- 
servers. IF we don't do something to change things, no one will. Until 
next issue, Boone. 
SEND MUSIC, REVIEWS, WRITINGS, ETC TO: 

THE TROUBLE WITH NORMAL 
P.O. BOX 329. 

COLUMBIA, MO65205-0329. USA 
OZARK BIOREGION/GLACIATED PLAINS BORDER. 
Subscriptions: $7.50 for six issues 
Ad rates: $10.00 full page (8"X5"). 

$5.00 half page (either 2"X8"vertical or 
4"X5"horizontal) 

Other rates negotiable. 
MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO BOONE 
STIGALL, NOT THE TROUBLE WITH NORMAL. 
TTWN SHIT CREW THIS ISSUE; BOONE, DAVID, 
COVER: LOGOS BY DAVID, PHOTO BY BOONE. 



Wishing For My Star 

#1 Interviews with Lois and V. Vale. Girl love fiction. 
The worst indie rock jokes ever. A thread of personal 
writing. $1 + 2 stamps 
Olympia Zine Library 
Always seeking submissions of zines. We also stock 
zines at Phantom City Records in Olympia to raise 
money for photocopies and stuff. Write a note and send 
aSASE. 

sA\mlloMe/ Summer 1999 

Wishing for My Star #2 

Sex r dreams and rock and roll. $2 
Take Another Little Piece of My Heart 

A tiny zine about sex and rock in a vinyl heart shaped 
cover. Very beautiful. $2. 

xjummy Soon/ 

Photobooth Exhibitionists 

Take it off in the photobooth and let's make some 
sweet dirty photos. Don't worry about keeping it 
tasteful. Queers, twee kittens, freaks, and emo 
boys encouraged. Payment plus free copies. 

Finishing School 
Never wear cashmere in the rain. What classy advice 
did you learn to refine your social grace? Did you 
actually go to finishing school? Send anecdotes and 
advice. 

Chatterbox 
An audio zine of random inquiry Send in whatever 
you like on tape. Shorter pieces given preference. 

e>vwytAinf i& aAtailaM& fov kad& wv $i{t&* 

120 State, Ptw. ^1% # 1206 
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become a democracy once trade is 
normalized (that's not what this deal is 
about), nor will it suddenly create 
products to be imported or exported 
any easier (imports are far more likely 
than the exports). Because of this, 
it's up to us to find out what can be 
done and how we can change the 
situation. No one else will do it for 
us, unfortunately. 
-Boone. 






THE DONNAS, THE §/HLG<5LI:K&, -ftfZ $LOS OXES 
Wednesday March 29, 2000. The Galaxy, St. Louis. 




This was something I definitely 
was not going to miss. Thus, since 
it was on a night I normally work, I 
had to make arrangements to have 
it off. Thankfully, everything 
worked out for the most part (there 
were some wires crossed that I 
later learned about) so I was free. 
Thus, on this Wednesday night, I 
was off to the Eastern edge of the 
state to see some music that, sadly, 
doesn't come around here very 
often. 

The Plus Ones began the 
evening's sonic festivities. Made 
up of former members of Screech- 
ing Weasel and the Mr. T. Experi- 
ence, among others, this trip plays 
a catchy set of pop punk with a 
definite feel for hooks and songs. 
While they could have fallen into 
generic pop punk, The Plus Ones 
had enough history to cover 
Badfingerand the Kinks alongside 
originals such as "It's Hard Being a 
Girl" and "Amy." I wasn't expect- 
ing to like this band, but I came 
away with a smile on my face. 
Who knows: maybe the Plus Ones 
could bring pop punk back at least 
some of the credibility its lost over 
the last few years by bands who 
will remain unnamed (you know 
who they are). 



The Smugglers were going to 
be interesting; I knew that much. 
Still, 1 wasn't expecting this. This 
Vancouver, Canada quintet kicked 
it off from the start with a good 
lime punk sound that part pop 
hooks, part dual guitar Stooges like 
rawness and energy with all instru- 
ments set to demolish. Older cuts 
such as " Buddy Holly Convention" 
kicked in alongside "Rosie," "Bishi 
Bishi/' and "Kings of the Party" to 
almost demand fan response. The 
Natty Collins from Japan judge the 
dance contest which rocked the 
house down to their powerful, dual 
guitar driven songs and a mix of 
attitude and harmonies. These 
guys were a total blast live. Defi- 
nitely worth checking out when and 
if they come near your area. 

Then, after a short break, it was 
time for the Donnas. From the first 
drum beats, we knew this was 
gonna be intense. Using guitar, 
bass, drums, and vocals, the 
Donnas threw down a set of power 
rock that was part punk, part 70s 
metal and all aggressive power with 
storng songs as the key. This band 
seems to improve with each album 
and the live setting is where they 
seem lo thrive. Original songs 






came out fighting just as strongly as 
their Judas Priest cover. It's a simple 
path in theory, but the Donnas pull it 
off in ways few expected them to 
(especially given the shit they've 
gotten in the past). I wonder what 
will happen if the Donnas are around 
in ten years. If they keep going this 
rate, the results will be intense. 

It turned out to be a fun evening 
though not without its problems. 
There was some misunderstanding 
between the club and the band over 
cameras (with the band, ironically, on 
the side of the audience if memory 



THE DONNAS 



serves me well). I also ran into 
someont I hadn't seen in about 12 - 
years (don't jump to conclusions, 
she's been married for the past five - 
and liked the show, by the way, which 
felt good to play catch up. It's been a 
little bit of a hassle, but was worth it. 
-Boone. 




Before moving on, it must be noted 
of the immediate circumstances of 
such a deal? The deal, sponsored by 
House Republicans and many corpo- 
rations promises to create new 
markets for American products and 
help bring about better relations. 
However, the double edged sword 
this trade deal (now headed toward 
the Senate) creates is the possibility 
of even more US jobs being lost and 
environmental standards being gutted 
just so corporations can make a little 
extra money. Supporters believe in 
the comparative advantage to even 
things out. However, the theory is 
Hawed in that it views everything as a 
product to be consumed when this is 
not the ease. When a plant closes 
down, a company can view it as a 
small loss, a person put out of work 
views it quite differently (especially if 
they have to do that to support a 
family). In addition, the move to- 
wards countries that don't have laws 
to protect the environment will have 
long term effects on such things as the 
Greenhouse effect to the push to 
overturn standards here to keep jobs. 
In either situation mention above, a 
short term gain will, somewhere down 
the line, equal a long term cost. 

As we stand now, it looks like a 
long uphill battle. However, in a 
way, there is a little bit of hope up 
ahead. The fact that people are 



taking to the streets in Seattle and 
Washington, DC shines a small 
glimmer of light onto a much large 
problem (and here's hopping the 
diverse alliances remain so in the 
long haul). In addition, one must 
realize that this is a lifelong situa- 
tion requiring eternal vigilance. A 
simple bill or law cannot do any- 
thing if it is overlooked by large 
corporations (some of whom are 
happy to pay the fines to keep 
doing what they do). The change:- 
that need to be made require long 
term examination, a look at how 
alliances should be made across 
borders (fellow working people ar 
not the enemy when the corpora- 
tions screw people over in both 
countries), and the need to be 
constantly aware of the big picture 
and to be willing to take steps to 
create a better situation all around th 
board: for the workers, environment 
and life in general. 

I know that sounds kind of 
Pollyanna-ish; especially since this 
issue can be far more complex ilia 
the brief overlay I mention in thest 
last couple of pages. However, I 
do believe that trade deals such as 
this are a bad idea and that only 
public reaction will help change it, 
No one else will make these 
guarantees into something real. 
China will not all of a sudden 



I based on economic advantage also 
$ can he problematic in that while one 
( countiy can make tilings much 
a cheaper, it also docs so at a cost that 
( doesn't always guarantee lower 
( prices on the product in question. 
/ Let's start with what opponents of 
|i trade with China say about the 

situation. Labor advocates claim that 
this trade deal will cost US jobs. 
a There is some truth to this in light of 

what happened after NAFTA. Keep 
K in mind that companies in the early 

1 90s were more than willing to 

p threaten to move to a maquiladora 
a country to browbeat workers into not 
« pushing for more benefits, wages, et 
jo al. With China, there appears to be 
ai little to show that this situation would 
ii be any different. The ease under the 
ci various free trade agreements that 
1 i allow companies to move stakes and 

I It build factories elsewhere while turning 
1,-1 a profit creates a situation in which a 
ih company can cut costs even further in 
kl many aspects without having to 

(lb sacrifice the bottom line financially. In 

I I addition, the Hood of cheap products 
n[ coming in for consumption creates a 
a l climate in which US companies often 
{ ( close up shop to go overseas, know- 
I >] ing that certain standards will be 

C i overlooked, if they even exist. 

Al this point the opponents claims 
of China's human rights record must 
be mentioned. The fact that China 



has a pretty horrific human rights 
records is pretty much common 
knowledge for anyone who watches 
or reads enough news. Their use of 
political prisoners as slave labor and 
crushing of dissenting protests is well 
known. Given this backdrop, the 
idea of corporations moving there 
creates a scenario in which compa- 
nies will be given many breaks to 
set up shop with little or no con- 
cern about the consequences. In 
addition, many companies putting 
together factories outside the US 
often choose countries where 
democracy is little known (if at all), 
and standards towards the environ- 
ment and child labor are unheard of. 
With this as common knowledge, 
China should prove to be a fertile 
market for Western companies 
looking to set up shop. The opposi- 
tion to dissent and use of prison labor 
helps create a labor situation that US 
labor laws cannot compete with by a 
long shot. This situation is nothing 
new. US corporations and the CIA 
helped bring about the 1973 coup in 
Chile that brought down a democrati- 
cally elected government and brought 
Pinochet to power, for example. So, 
there is a precedent that shows that 
corporations are not necessarily going 
to build a factory in a count ry if they 
fern- the possibility of civil unrest (as is 
the case recently in Indonesia) or a 
change of power. 



FUMING 6IPS LOOPER 

Friday March 17,2000. 

St. Patrick's Day is always a 
pretty damn weird situation. It's 
definitely an odd day when I have the 
dubious honor of having it off as I did 
today. Today, I was busy trying to 
get things done before this show. 
Most of it, unfortunately, didn't 
happen. However, after I got around 
to eating and helped out a friend, I 
■"did manage to make it out to the Blue 
pi Note just before Looper took the 
stage. 

Looper is a Scottish group that 
gj plays an ambient influenced kind of 
f electronic pop that has an almost 
W rave chill room feeling to it. How- 
ever, they also have enough of a 
™ knowledge of song hooks to keep 

from totally fading into the back- 
Q LOOPER 
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The Blue Note, Columbia. 

ground (which, is what ambient music 
is supposed to do ironically enough). 
Merging electronic instruments with 
guitar and bass, Looper turned out to 
be a little mellower than I expected. 
Still, they did a good job at mixing 
visuals and sound to create a multi- 
media event that was more enjoyable 
than I thought it would be. Wonder 
how this group will progress with 
time. 

I've seen the Flaming Lips in the 
past, so I did know enough to 
throw any expectations into the 
fire. However, while their new 
album is a reported departure, I did 
not expect them to go this route. The 
show began with three members, no 
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drummer, and a mix of live and 

sequenced sounds that came across 
like a Phil Spector wall of sound 
production on bad downers to create 
a bizarre ethereal lilt over the crowd. 
As the show progressed, the Lips 
began to slowly revert to more of the 
post psych past (though they never 
did go back to pure rock band 
mode). It did sound better as it 
progressed into a complete multime- 
dia event with video, confetti, and 
two adult human sized bunnies (the 
weirdest fucking thing I've sever seen 
at a Flaming Lips show) contributing 
to the overall feel. I still wish they 
would' ve done "Jesus Shooting 

FLAMING LIPS 



Heroin," but you can't have every- 
thing. 

It was an interesting night. The 
zincs I brought with me sold 
(including the copies of the latest 
Terrorist, which all sold to guys 
weirdly enough). I needed this 
break from my humdrum work life. 
The pictures say more than I could 
about it. 

-Boone. 



A FEW SMALL THOUGHTS ON THE U$ VOTE TO NORMAL 
IZE TRADE WITH CHINA AND ITS IMPLICATIONS 




On Wednesday May 24, 2000, 
The US House of Representatives 
voted to normalize trade relations 
with the People's Republic Of China. 
Passed with the backing of House 
Republicans, President Clinton 
praised this decision claiming the 
decision will help open markets and 
bring about a more peaceful Asia than 
the one of the last 50 years. Sup- 
porters claim this move will be great 
for American business and will help 
keep the prosperity that has graced 
us as of late. Opponents claim that 
such a move would undercut Ameri- 
can jobs and hurl the economy as it 
stands right now. In order to gel even 
the briefest understanding of what a 
trade deal with China would entail, 
one must look at the larger picture, 
both in simple economics of both 
countries and in other areas as well. 

First, an overview of the economy 
is needed in order to give a sense of 
context to the issue. Some econo- 
mists say our economy is booming. 
The role of high technology has 
created a level of prosperity un- 
equaled only a few years ago. Sup- 
porters of trade with China claim that 
normalizing trade could open their 
country up to US products. With 
such an export market (China is the 



most populated nation in ihe world), 
the need lo buy our products would 
help bring profits to US companies 
enabling them to hire more workers, 
thus giving them more income to 
purchase items. In addition, it can 
also be believed by supporters thai 
any "comparative advantage" China 
may have in making a certain product 
(say shoes or lower end electronic 
products) could help bring about an 
even deal to the table between the 
two countries, allowing a trade of 
services to come about. 

In theory, the idea sounds wonder- 
ful. It lies on l he belief that a robust 
economy in a nation and good trade 
relations will help improve both 
countries. Prosperity will help bring 
about democracy while Americans 
will get a wider variety of good at 
cheaper prices. However, as with 
any and every theory, it has its holes 
when applied lo real life. 
First of all, trade between nations 
works on a currency system, not a 
barter system. Because of this, we 
don't trade product for product but 
lather product for currency via gold 
or other precious metal, paper 
money, or more likely these days, the 
wonderful world of e-commerec. In 
addition, trade between two countries 






MIDGET BREAKDANCNG 

DIGEST #14/$ 1.00 
81/2x1 1 . Newsprint. 48pp. 

I'd seen enough reviews of this 
over the years but nad never had 
the chance to read it until now. 
Interviews with Joe Strummcr 
(good one, by the way), Jeff 
Mallow (of Crank refcords/Saul 
Goodman.com), The Get Up Kids, 
et al. Also in here are people's 
recollections of the final issue and 
lots of review. While there was 
room for improvement, I do think 
it's weird when 18 year olds start 
talking about how different they 
view things now than when they 
started (believe me you haven't 
even begun to see the growth yet). 
Wonder what his next project will be 
like. (BOONE) 

(Start Anderson. P.O. Box 2337. 
Boulder, CO 80306-2337) 




Tree of Knowledge has over 350 small 

press titles focusing on health & social 

issues, activism, DIY, anarchism, ecology, 

alternative living, punk/hardcore, youth 

culture, feminism, veganism and other 

forms of intelligent rebellion. Plus a good 

selection of underground comics, zines, 

shirts, patches and audio. 



read quality publications! 
support the independent press! 



For an updated catalog send a 

buck or a couple of stamps. Foreign please 

add extra for the postage. 



TREE OF KNOWLEDGE 

P.O. BOX 251766 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72225 
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MEN Cf DCEN, LOST GOAT, TUWWLER 



Tuesday March 21, 2000. 

• This was a night I already had off 
' work. Unfortunately, circumstances 
J beyond my control kept me from 
! being at the Agent Orange show at 
' the Note that night. Since that 
1 circumstance kept me closer to St. 

Louis than Columbia, I was off to the 
1 Hi Pointe to see a few bands doing a 
1 showcase for Man's Ruin (the label 
the bands are on, I think). The drive 
there was tolerable. However, after I 
parked and was about to cross the 
street, an incident occurred that 
almost made my appearance here 
nonexistent. 

Tummler, A band from either 
Chicago or Champaign, IL started 
off the evening. This quartet plays 
a hard driving style of post punk 
blues metal which has obvious 
overtones of later COC or Sabbath 
along with Peter Green era 
Fleetwood Mac. Long thick songs 
with dual guitars, wah wah pedals 
(including one for the bass), and 
the like while fog and blue lights 
graced their stage show. This band 
comes across like a '70s metal band 
back in the days when this was 
underground and not "classic rock" 
radio playing the two or three hits. 
Unfortunately, due to illness, the set 
was a little short. However, Tummler 



The Hi Pointe, St. Louis. 

was good and I wanna hear the CD 
(see reviews). 

It had been a few years since I 
saw Lost Goat during my visit to 
Olympia. This San Francisco trip 
play hard live using basic power 
trip format to create a hard rocking 
set of straight up metal with punk 
overtones. Like last time, I was 
hooked by their (mostly) female 
vwals and strong songwriting (a trait 
sadly lacking in much of what passes 
for metal these days). Possibly one 
of the best hard rock/metal bands to 
emerge in a long while (especially 
after bands like Limp Bizkit have 
raped the subgenre). See Lost Goat, 
buy their material. I really want this 
band to be more known and all that. 

I had no clue what to expect from 
Men of Porn. However, this quartet 
started off with a pair of noise rock 
instrumcntals rivaling the Melvins 
before laying into their songs with 
vocals. Dual guitar layers of power 
sludge over thud and thump rhythms 
in abundance and a ton of volume that 
pounded the audience into submis- 
sion. This was good. However, 1 
would later find out from Eric of 
Photo by Husband that they broke up 
after this show, which gives the whole 
event a more somber feel in hindsight. 
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